Mendon City Council Meeting

January 13, 2011
Mendon Station – 95 North Main

Meeting began at 7:00pm

In Attendance:

Mayor:  Ed Buist 

Council Members:  Jon Hardman, Jason Wooden, Bret Fonnesbeck, Kelly Berrett
Recorder:  Paul Cressall

Treasurer:  Daphne Carlson

Clerk:  Pamela Coleman

Excused:  Mike Carlson
Citizens in attendance:  Kirk Taylor, Greg Larson, Tracy Davidson, Ian Davidson, James Swink, Josh McBride, Cory McBride
Mayor Ed Buist called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ian Davidson, with the prayer being given by Jason Wooden.
Minutes:  November minutes were approved.

Bills:  Motion to approve the November 2010 bills was made by Jon Hardman.  Bret Fonnesbeck seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.
Cache County Unified Court System:  James Swink, county prosecuting attorney, attended the building to give a presentation on the Cache County Court system.  The city has been going through Wellsville City for the court issues.  Apparently, there has been a long-standing agreement that all cases would go to Wellsville and we would split the funds raised.  In looking at the books, Mendon owed about $5000 to Wellsville City.  This is due to the costs to prosecute the cases and we were not aware of the buildup of the bills.  Mayor Buist met with representatives from Wellsville and as a result, he contacted James Swink.  James Swink introduced himself and gave a presentation on the Cache County Unified Justice Court, the advantages of contracting with them, and the disadvantages. Cache County is the only county in Utah without a justice court.  The idea of a unified court is to combine all the justice courts in the various cities in the county, so there is not duplication.  The plan is to have an evening justice court (most likely in Hyde Park) and a day court (most likely in Hyrum).  Currently, people can only go during the day.  Another advantage is all these cases will be taken from the circuit court, which will free up time for those judges to hear the more critical cases they have.  There are up-front set up costs, which is a disadvantage.  There is also a perception that government is expanding.  The overall observations of the committee are that the creation of a court would not increase the number of citations being written, but would change the beneficiary of the revenue; the county attorney’s office would be prosecuting the same persons in the justice court as in the circuit court; and it is more likely a highly qualified judge would be retained.  The main advantages of a unified justice court is that the resources would be shared and the costs of running a court would also be shared; the level of service to citizens would be increased; and there would be a more uniform administration of justice.  James Swink talked to Don Hardle in Wellsville and they would not charge the city for the service provided in the past through June of this year.  In June, Mendon would join the Unified Justice Court.  The city has the option to contract with judges and prosecuting attorneys by the hour, or with an annual contract of a set amount.  If we elect to stay with Wellsville, we will have to pay the $5000 owed for past services and enter into a contract, supplying our own prosecuting attorneys.  At this time, the county would bear the cost of the judge, but it is anticipated that with more cities signing on, this would be shared.  It is each city’s call how prosecution is handled.  Mayor Buist asked for figures on expenses and anticipated revenues so we can discuss and make a decision on which way the city will go.
Josh McBride (Eagle Scout Project):  His project is to provide a sandbag hopper for the city to assist with the sandbags needed in the spring.  Estimated cost is $250 to $300.  It would make about 100 bags an hour.  He also talked to Ray Olsen, who provided another option, which is simpler and cheaper.  Council felt this was a good idea and gave approval.
SNAP Plan (Greg Larson):  Greg Larson handed out the school neighborhood access program (SNAP) plan.  He highlighted two areas of concern in the plan.  He wants to put up drug free school zone signs.  This would be a good Eagle Scout project for someone in the spring.  He has the signs, but no other materials.  The other issue the school and Mendon City need to come to an agreement on is the use of the school for community events.  The school has been used for May Day dance practices and youth council dances.  Use of the school does provide opportunities for the community, but a process needs to be established.  The main issue that needs to be resolved is who is liable for the event (school, city, or private organization).  Mayor Buist is going to discuss this further with Mr. Larson.
Computer for Cemetery Records (Ed Buist):  Mike Carlson is suggesting a computer be purchased for Eric Bowen, sexton.  Currently, the cemetery data is being kept on his personal computer.  The computer crashed and it cost $1700 to restore the data.  Mike is suggesting $300 be given to him from the cemetery budget to help him offset the cost of restoring data.  Then, at a later point, a computer is purchased for him.  Motion to pay Eric Bowen $300 from the cemetery budget was made and approved by all.  Motion to purchase a city computer from the administrative budget was made and approved by all.  Pam and Daphne will research for a new computer.
Softball Concession Stand:  The city needs to discuss and come to a consensus on how the softball concession stand will be run.  Jason Wooden feels we need to get proposals.  Mayor Buist feels we need to stay with the 60/40 split, so what proposal should we be looking at?  The city pays for utilities and insurance.  The reimbursement to the city averages $2500 each year.  The concession stand should be advertised, guidelines established, and interested groups give a presentation to the council.  No upfront money will be given.  The ad will be put in the post office and placed on the web.  A question was raised on if the city has a requirement for when the stand must be open.  At a minimum, the stand should be open on ball nights and city events.  Proposals due by the March city council meeting.
Request from Debbie Spendlove for Mendon Station on June 2-5 and 9-12:  Ed and Mike will discuss this and make the decision.
Kirk Taylor, Public Works Director:  Fan in the restroom was broke, but has been fixed.  There has been flooding in the subdivision on 200 South and 380 East.  Pam will look for the plans so this issue can be researched further.  Ray Olson would like to put up fire hydrant flags.  They are $14 each, which is pricey, but they will last longer than the cheaper ones.  Council approved this expenditure.
Council Reports:

Mayor Ed Buist:
Include city activities on the mayor’s list of assignments.

He is starting the city re-key.  The Mendon Station will be the first to be re-keyed.  Each building will have a master key.  Padlocks will also be used in places.  This will take a couple of years to accomplish.

Youth Council – changes are going to be made.  Diane Buist will run this council with the help of the wives of the council members.  Trudy Knight from Nibley will be assisting as well.  Kelly will talk to Nikki Oswald about this change and if she would like to stay on the committee, she is welcome to.

Bret Fonnesbeck:  
Planning & Zoning – A subdivision has been proposed by the school by the Hunsakers, but with the moratorium, they are only in the planning stages.

Newsletter is going online.  Blog was up in December, but it is down now.  Web site is not working and it is becoming an issue.

Jon Hardman:

Well update – The well driller was not able to get the casing down further than 650 feet, but since the casing will not go further, we cannot go further.  They were down to 760 feet, but it was sand and clay and not yielding water.  The decision was made to not drill further and not bring in additional equipment.  Pipe will be perforated and water tested.  The decision was made to go to the second well site and use the current well driller since their equipment onsite.  The estimate to drill to 800 feet on this well will cost an additional $100,000.  The state approved for both sites, so we can use both wells once developed.   The other locations are also being looked at.  In meeting with Dr. Oaks and reviewing the geology reports, the best site would be the land the city owns above the canal at 100 South.  This used to be the city dump site, so we will work with the state to ensure there are no environmental issues with this site.  The site is still being reviewed and negotiated, so no decisions are being made at this time.  Based on the information received on all potential sites, a decision will be made at a later date on which site and how the city will proceed.  The Cobblestone well is being tested as well.  As of today, we are at 70% saturation, so we need to prepare for flooding this spring as it is a distinct possibility.    

Kelly Barrett:  We still have money in the budget for streets.  The city auditor said that if the library is being associated with the city, they need to either set up bylaws to run the distribution of money or they need to run the funds through the city.  This has been communicated to Win Gardiner.
Mike Carlson:  Not in attendance
Jason Wooden:  He sent an email to council about Ray going to fire school in St George.  The trails committee would like to have a thank you dinner, which will come from their budget.  They now want to use the $22,000 to connect 125 East to Pioneer Park with a trail.  With this option, the city would need to hire two crossing guards, one by the school and the other at the highway.  Going south, the money would take us to Center Street, maybe 100 South.  Council needs to ponder these two options.  The SNAP plan needs to reflect the neighborhoods above the highway and the path to support the need for crossing guards and signage on the highway.  We may want to re-visit the community sponsored events issue.  Council will look at this for further discussion.
Jon Hardman motioned to adjourn the meeting.   Jason Wooden seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 9:58 pm.
PAGE  
3

