Mendon City Council meeting held February 11, 2010
at the Mendon Station, 95 North Main

Meeting began at 7:00pm
APPROVED
City Council: Mayor Ed Buist
Council Members: Jon Hardman, Jason Wooden, Kelly Barrett, Bret Fonnesbeck, Mike Carlson

Recorder: Paul Cressall

Treasurer:  Daphne Carlson

Clerk: Haunani Thunell

Attendance:   Burnis Skinner, Paul Taylor, Karen Shelton, Adam Chandler, Angie Chandler, Jeff Jackson, Kirk Taylor








 
Pledge of allegiance and prayer






 
Approval of 1/14 and 1/25 Minutes









 
1. Bills

2. Matt Regan, City Auditor

3. Extension of Building Moratorium

4. Mendon Station Rental Agreement

5. Well Access Road Discussion

6. RAPZ Grant Coordination

7. Accessory Dwelling Zoning Ordinance Amendment (Discussion and Vote)

8. Kirk Taylor, Public Works Director
Pledge of allegiance led by Daphne Carlson.   Prayer offered by Jon Hardman.
Minutes – 1/14 Minutes approved.   
1. Bills – waiting for approval on bills until later in the meeting 
2. Extension of Building Moratorium – Mayor Buist asked for public comment.  Paul Taylor asked how long the extension would be.  Mayor said it will be extended for another 6 months, however, progress is being made on the well.  There is an option in the resolution stating that “this action may be terminated or modified during the effective period by action of the Mendon City Council.”  
Paul asked if there are exceptions being made for people to begin building but not occupy the homes until after the moratorium is lifted.  Jason said there are no exceptions being made at this time.
Karen Shelton represented Greta Anderson Davis (Pheasant Hollow property owner) wondered where the other potential builders are at this time.  She is moving out here in March and paying for 2 apartments so that her children can attend school in Mendon.  Karen would like to know why it isn’t possible to make an exception for her.  Paul Taylor confirmed that there was only one other building permit issued last year.  Karen wanted to request that a permit be allowed on Sunday, 2/14 (after the moratorium lapses) and then reinstate the moratorium on Monday, 2/15.  If that is not a possibility, they would like to receive permission to begin building the home but not have Greta and her family occupy the home until the moratorium is lifted.    Paul Taylor asked how many people are interested at this time in building homes?  He has only received 2 phone calls.  Jason said that he has received 4 phone calls.  They are not as urgent as Greta’s situation.  
Karen asked about funding.  Mayor Buist and Jon said they will be signing the lease agreement on Feb 23rd.  

Jon confirmed that the drilling will take place before signing the funding.  Drilling could take anywhere from 60 – 90 days.  

Karen confirmed that Council is confident that they are going to hit water.  Jon said yes, but there is no guarantee.  Jon’s feeling is that after the 90 days they could lift the building moratorium.  If there is a dry hole, the backup plan is no new building permits - and drilling another well.  Jon said that they want to honor the existing building permits before they add any new ones.  

Justin Cooper asked if there is a possibility that Greta could sign an agreement saying that she will not occupy the home until the water situation is settled.  

Jon said that if we hit a dry hole, we would then have to find another site, come up with another $250,000 to drill.  It could be a long process.  If there is a home sitting there unoccupied, it will be a frustration to Greta not to be able to occupy it.  At this point there are too many risks and variables to approve any new construction.

Mayor Buist asked for additional comment.  None

Mayor Buist asked for Council discussion.  Jason said he is inclined to leave it as it…no exceptions.  Bret agreed that if there is one exception then others will expect the same.  Kelly said that he agreed with Jon that to have a home sitting unoccupied becomes an even more difficult situation.  Jon said he feels sympathetic with the situation and would like to be able to offer some exception, however until they have a guaranteed well site, he thinks it’s necessary to say no.  Jon also said that he feels that we should extend the moratorium 6 more months and if the drilling is successful it can then be lifted.  
Jason Wooden read the extension.  Jason motioned to accept the extension of the building moratorium. Bret Fonnesbeck seconded.  Unanimously approved.  

2. Mendon Station Rental Agreement – Mike Carlson is working with Matt Regan on a rental agreement.  Moved to March.

3. Discussion on Well Access Road – Jon Hardman presented.  The situation is that there is a right of way discrepancy on the road that the City needs to access the well site.  Jason Wooden is working with Cheryl Russell to work that out with them.  However the City needs to protect their interest and access to the wellsite.  Jason said that his family is in the process of trying to put a 4 lot subdivision in that area.  The legal description of that lot includes the road.  When Jason’s parents bought the property, they had clear title to the property including the road.  Cheryl Russell produced a “quick claim” before County P&Z last month.  Going forward, the road would be widened 50 ft.  (after the well is done) 

In the event that the ownership issue is not resolved, a parallel road may have to be put in next to the existing road to service the four homes.  Chances are slim.  

Jon Hardman said that the City of Mendon’s interest will be acknowledged with any agreement stating that Mendon still has right of way.  Jason Wooden agreed.    

4. RAPZ Grant Coordination – Daphne said that in years past there have been so many grants coming from Mendon without the knowledge of City Council that it lessens the opportunity to receive grant money for City priorities.  Last year 6 grants were turned in all competing to get the same amount of money.  It was suggested last year that ALL grants be filtered through City Council and the Grant Writing Committee.  We also need to make RAPZ aware that unless grants come from Mendon City, they have not been approved by the City, and should not be considered.  There needs to be a process in place so that there are not so many groups trying to file for the same grant money.

Jason Wooden said that Trails Committee has a grant application ready to apply for RAPZ money.  Last year $35,000 was awarded to the Trails Committee.  None of that has been used up to this point.  Jason stated that it will be put toward the bridge and piping the ditch near Peterson’s.  As soon as the snow melts, that will start.  Daphne mentioned that the money needs to be spent first, and then receipts sent to RAPZ, then reimbursed.  Jon asked what the new RAPZ money will be used for.  Jason said that it will be used for a section of trail along 100 E or up to Pioneer Park.  
Mike Carlson said that the comment from the County was for Mendon City to get together and prioritize their needs and apply for fewer grants to ensure success in receiving grant awards.

Ken Buist represented the Mendon Softball Association – stated that the scoreboard is no longer workable.  $6000 minimum to get new scoreboard.  They would like to apply for a grant to cover that cost.  Daphne mentioned that it is a priority to have the Softball Association available and functional for Mendon tourism.   Duane and Amy Garbe (grant writing committee) can work with all the groups to get applications together.  They need accurate bids.   
Other opportunities for grant applications…sprinkler system in parks, trails committee is asking for $60-80K, softball association fencing and scoreboard ($10000 for fencing and $6000 for scoreboard)

Jason asked if it’s an “all or nothing” award.  Daphne said that the application can be prioritized and then scaled accordingly.  

Ed asked for suggestions from Council…Jon Hardman said trails and parks were priorities.  Bret will notify Arts Council to let them know that Mendon City Council has already determined which grants are coming from the City.  Arts are not included at this time.

5. Accessory Dwelling Acceptance – Jason said public hearing was held in January.  Adam asked about renting out their basement.  He would like to know what the requirements are to make sure they will be successful before they put money into that venture.  Jason said that in order to create an accessory dwelling within their home, they would have to come to P&Z for a conditional use permit, it would have to be recommended by P&Z and then referred to City Council.  At the point that approval is received, then they would go to Paul Taylor for a building permit.  

Burnis Skinner said that the main reason this was taken on was because Mendon’s definition of a family was outdated.  There were recommendations for changing that definition to coincide with Supreme Court definition.  But in changing that definition it changes the accessory dwelling ordinance.  The ordinance changes have been unanimously recommended by P&Z.  And they would like Council to move forward and approve it as well.  Paul Taylor said that the requirements for an ADU are extensive.  Separate heating/ac units, separate bathroom/kitchen, smoke detectors, additional parking, and the homeowners have to reside in the home.  Bret suggested making sure that the homeowners keep the ADU up to date.  Jason said that a Conditional Use Permit should be reviewed yearly.  Conditional Use Permit cannot be signed until Paul Taylor approves.  Jon asked about limiting number of unrelated people to 2 instead of 4.  Burnis said that his only concern is that you encourage non families to be renters.  He said that it is important not to have exceptions.  Jason said that our density may not support 4, so 2 might be more reasonable.  Burnis said that the requirements are fairly restrictive.  Mike Carlson felt good about the direction that this is going.  Kelly Barrett asked about a study on septic system prior to approving additional people.  Jon mentioned that we are in the moderate to marginal area regarding septic so he feels that additional people would be a strain on the community.   Paul said that if the home is not enlarged it’s probably fine, but if the square footage is increased, it could cause problems.  Paul also stated that if this becomes a problem then the ordinance can be rescinded.   Burnis said that people who are not in compliance currently will be given one year to get in compliance without incurring fines.  Jason said that by passing this, it has allowed reasonable amount of time to warn people.  
 
Burnis suggested approving all of the changes not just the ADU portion.  He also suggested having signage recommended by P&Z added to ordinance.  Jason motioned to approve the zoning ordinance as presented in December City Council and again in January.  Kelly Barrett seconded.  Unanimously approved.  Jason will provide copy of ordinance to be signed by Mayor Buist.  
6. Kirk Taylor – Public Works Director – pad is complete at the well site.  He has been maintaining the road with the snowplow this winter.  It does not have to be contracted out.  Snow has been pushed out of the way.  Pulled railroad ties and fencing out to accommodate turns from large vehicles.  Kirk mentioned that the City should look into getting a camera to document this project and future projects.  Bret will donate one.  Two internments.  Kirk asked about the copy machine that is not working in fire station.  What do we do with that?  Daphne said that it needs to be recycled.  Paul Taylor gave info about where to take that.
Kirk and Kelly Barrett looked at the condition of roads.  County is getting ready to put in their order for oil for future chip and seal projects.  Roads are in pretty good shape.  Cobblestone 120 ft section that needs to be completely replaced.   Chip and seal 500 N, and 600 N and crack sealing throughout the City.  Other projects are 250 South and end of 100 E at 500 S.  Chip and Seal 300 N (hill)…Kirk has concerns about busses coming down the hill.   Bret has concerns about snow removal at school.  Snow is being pushed across the street and runoff is getting into Fonnesbeck’s farm.  County is responsible for taking care of their own snow.  Kelly has a letter from UDOT regarding snow that he will get to Kirk to give to Mountainside.    
Council Reports – 
Mike Carlson - Debbie Spendlove long term rental – Council agreed that she would have to be out of the building by 6:30 each night and that the rate would be $100/day
Dawna Campbell sent letter regarding additional hours M 2:30 – 3:30, Wed nights, and Saturdays from 11-12.  Kelly Barrett said that he feels that it is worth it to continue to lease to individuals who want to rent the building long term.  Mayor Buist feels that the Saturdays are a problem.  They need to be available to rent to the community.   Anytime before 3:30 is not a problem during the week.  All classes should be finished by 6:30.  Saturday classes cannot be extended an extra hour.  Haunani will give this information to Dawna.
Mike had concerns about the sound system.  Haunani will check the system after renters leave the building to make sure that it has been turned off and all equipment is accounted for. 

Mike thanked Mayor Buist moving the office along.  

Drop box for office.  Mike said that he receives fliers occasionally for free standing drop box.  Should come out of water budget.   
Kelly Barrett - $40000 on streets improvement.  That amount is available after snow removal costs.  Library Committee has 2 bills that were paid after the phone was cancelled.  Peter Reed would like to talk with Daphne regarding some billing and expenditure questions.  Kelly also asked about website being updated.   The Library would like the City to dedicate a site so they can put up a sign to ask for funding.  They would also like something in writing stating that the City is willing to donate land to the library.  When are city budgets due for approval?  Budget is usually in place in May.  June is when the budget public hearing is held.

Jason Wooden – P&Z has been slow because of building and subdivision moratorium.  Emergency plan discussed in January will be on the agenda for P&Z next week.  Cobblestone annexation is still an option, however, it has been put on hold for now because of water issues.  Trails Committee - Jason would like to see a snow tail in Mendon to record and measure the snowfall.   It was in the General Plan - won’t tell us anything in the next 5 yrs, but could be helpful in the future.  Jon said that they usually run $10,000-15,000.  

Mayor Buist would like to see Deputy Matt Hansen at more of our city meetings.  

Jon Hardman – wanted to make sure that council was all in agreement that we are paying off our water loan.  If we don’t pay it off, it will delay our closing on our loan for the new well.  Pay off amount is $30,231.34  Jon asked Daphne to get check ready.  This will come out of water maintenance fund.  Council was in agreement.  Jon Hardman motioned.  Mike Carlson seconded.  

Feb 23rd at 2pm the loan will be signed. 

Daphne Carlson was at Zions Bank.   Asked Mayor buist to sign signature card.  Needs copies of his photo id.  

Bret Fonnesbeck – Bret will talk to Kirk in the next month or two to discuss upcoming needs.  May Day budget has been $3000 in the past.  Last year Carolee Barrett was well under budget.  Trina Apedaile is May Day Chair this year.  Bret needs to know where funds are coming from.  Daphne said that $250 is available (donation from WalMart).  Terry Erickson asked if she could donate a tree to Taylor Park in memory of Dennis Kidman.  Kirk’s family would like to do a tree and a bench also.  

Envision Cache Valley letter – Jon Hardman is going to attend.  
Mayor Buist – May Day and 24th – Steve and Jaymie Smith have been asked to be involved as liasons for Celebrations Committee.  They will be overseeing budget and expenditures.  Mayor would like to reinstate the Gaghouse Follies.  Smiths will help with that.

Park property near elementary school.  $54000 from Ron Campbell for the purchase of the property west of the school and another donation is coming.  He has volunteered to head the committee for improvements on the property.  Youth sports complex.  Ron will contact Shawn Osborne.   Jon Hardman asked who is following the transaction of the land.  Ron has been working with Bruce Parkinson on the land purchase.  Jon said water shares should also be included in that transaction.  (17,000?)  Kirk said that clean up needs to take place (this spring) before anything can be done.

Fire Station Office – Mayor said that he expects to be able to move into the city office by the first week of March.  Walls and electrical, sheet rock has been started…finished Monday or Tuesday.  Cabinets in first part of March.  Nothing will be moved in until Ray moves out.  Daphne mentioned that the fire alarm controls are in that office…Mayor said they will be moved.  The office will need to be available for their command center in the event of a major emergency.  Kelly asked about set office hours.  

Resolution to keep Mendon Station revenues reserved for the purpose of maintenance and repair of Mendon Station.  Changes were made so that if funds grow large enough, the City can access those funds and allocate them to another budget.  Kelly motioned to accept.  Jon seconded.  Unanimously approved.  

Mayor said that he has made an agreement with Ray Olsen to close off the backdoor.  They are concerned about liability for anything that can go on in the bay.  On an as needed basis, we can notify Mayor so that we are covered for any liability.  City Council and employees should not be in the bay for any purpose without notifying Mayor.   

Jon Hardman motioned to adjourn.  Jason Wooden seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 9:57pm

Executive Session following City Council. 









