Mendon City Council Meeting

January 13, 2011
Mendon Station – 95 North Main

Meeting began at 7:00pm

In Attendance:

Mayor:  Ed Buist 

Council Members:  Jon Hardman, Jason Wooden, Kelly Berrett, Mike Carlson
Recorder:  Paul Cressall (excused)
Treasurer:  Daphne Carlson

Clerk:  Pamela Coleman

Excused:  Paul Cressall
Citizens in attendance:  Ray Olsen, Tanner Scholle, Justin Tolbert, Cameron Kotter, Teresa Nield, Dane Rasmussen, Beverly Donohoo, Penny Kidman, Linda Kidman, Jen Kidman, Kirk Taylor, Jeanie Papiernik, Tyler Papiernik, Todd Theurer, Payden Deurch, Adam Swasey, Dave Kotter, Jeremy Carlson
Mayor Ed Buist called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Pamela Coleman, with the prayer being given by Mayor Ed Buist.
Minutes:  February minutes were approved??
Bills:  Motion to approve the February 2011 bills was made by .   seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.
Zach Lockhart (Eagle Scout Project):  His Eagle project was fixing the park benches.  He worked with Kirk Taylor to achieve this.  The old arms were removed and taken to the landfill.  New arms were placed on the benches and bolted into place.  He handed out pictures of the project, before and after.
Ray Olsen (Fire Chief):  Ray gave a presentation on his proposal regarding the volunteer fire department.  Recruitment/Retainment of volunteers is on the decline.  Mendon has a great volunteer fire department and much has been achieved by them.  Recruitment and retention are two separate issues however.  We need to focus our efforts on retention.  His proposal is that we must change how we are doing business or we are in jeopardy of losing service.  Call volume is increasing while volunteers are decreasing.  He is proposing a change in the pay scale for the fire department.  He handed out the proposed pay scale and discussed how it would work and what that does to the budget.  He is not asking for an increase in the fire department budget.  He believes the budget is adequate to cover this proposal.  This will be administered by Ray.  Jason Wooden talked to surrounding areas and reported to the council what each city pays their volunteer fire department.  Many of the cities have implemented “pager pay”, which would be costlier to the city than what is being proposed.  Mayor Buist has had an opportunity to talk to both Ray and one of the battalion chiefs to get more information and opinions.  Kelly Berrett is not opposed to this as long as they live within their budget.  Jason Wooden is in favor of it.  Jon Hardman is okay with it as well.  Mike Carlson stated that if he can stay within his budget, this could help with the volunteerism.  Jason and Mayor Buist will meet with Ray and discuss the issues.  This will be an agenda item for April to finalize.
Contract with John Hester (Animal Control Officer):  In years past, the city has signed a contract with John Hester for animal control.  We have not had a contract the past couple of years, but with recent changes, he would like to have a contract with the city.  We will have him come out next month and discuss.  This will be an agenda item.
Resolution Accepting FEMA Flood Maps (Jon Hardman):  FEMA has issued their updated flood maps.  We have until May 24th to pass an ordinance that accepts the maps and associated restrictions.  If we choose not to adopt, the community is suspended from national flood insurance practices.  This means residents cannot get flood insurance.  Federal disaster assistance will not be provided in flood plain areas.  He is proposing a draft ordinance be presented in the April meeting, with the final presented and adopted in May prior to the deadline.
Budget/City Building (Mayor Ed Buist):  Mayor Buist met with Matt Regan last month to begin working on a budget for next year.  We are looking good at this point with the expenditures and revenues.  The $6000 earmarked for the library budget will need to be brought up in the June public hearing to open the budget and make a resolution to move this money into capital projects under public building.  His plan is to earmark $25,000 this coming year to be set aside for a public/city building under capital projects.  He would like to also put out a site proposal of where the basketball standards are on the square.  This is the largest piece of property the city owns and it makes sense.  Mayor Buist is proposing we pick a site, put a committee together to start fundraising and work, and get the process started.  
Deputy Matt Hansen:  Not in attendance
Kirk Taylor, Public Works Director:  Kirk needs to get a snowplow truck to replace the existing one.  It really needs it.

He has been working on the headgate redesign.  The engineer company has completed the drawings.  Jon and he met with the Wellsville-Mendon Canal Company on the proposal.  He has prepared the package to be sent to the Bureau of Reclamation.  Estimated cost is $15,000 but Kirk feels we can cut this amount.  He discussed the proposal for getting a sprinkler system at the cemetery.  He is proposing it be done in two phases over the next couple years.
Council Reports:

Mayor Ed Buist:  Re-key is underway.  Mendon Station is complete and everyone should have their keys.  New padlocks are being placed as well.  
Bret Fonnesbeck:  Not in attendance
Jon Hardman:

Well update – monitoring of the well is continuing.  We have not been able to get it stabilized at 33 gpm.  Currently, we are 26.25 gpm and will continue to monitor.  Jon is encouraged that there is flow.  He feels that if we are at 30 gpm, it is worth finishing up the well and adding it to our system.  It is not what we had hoped for, but it is worth going after.  Negotiations continue on the other well site.  
Kelly Barrett:  He requested the July, August, and September street billings for this fiscal year from Staker Parson.  He needs to review and verify information.  Grant committee is reviewing possible grants for the city.  Mayor Buist asked Kelly to have the group look for grant possibilities for the new building, libraries, incident command, etc.  The youth council committee met last month and have some ideas to work.  Meetings are set up for the third Thursday of each month at 7 pm at the Mendon Station.
Mike Carlson:  No reports
Jason Wooden:  Jason would like to get the minutes where the closet at the fire station was discussed (possibly November 2010).
Jason contacted the Forest Service about them purchasing some of our land.  They have interest, but their budget is low this year.  However, there is another option available, which is going through the Trust for Public Lands.  He would like to get a valuation on the land just for reference.  More information will be presented as it is received.
Trails Committee is looking at a no interest loan with the county to get the path finished.  They are also looking at grants or matching funds.
There will be soccer fields (one large or two small) created behind the school as part of a Eagle scout project.
Jon Hardman motioned to adjourn the meeting.   Jason Wooden seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 9:17 pm.
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