Mendon City Council Meeting

April 14, 2011
Mendon Station – 95 North Main

Meeting began at 7:00pm

In Attendance:

Mayor:  Ed Buist 

Council Members:  Jon Hardman, Bret Fonnesbeck, Jason Wooden, Kelly Berrett
Recorder:  Paul Cressall

Treasurer:  Daphne Carlson

Clerk:  Pamela Coleman

Excused:  Mike Carlson
Citizens in attendance:  Tamara Hampton, Sheriff Lynn Nelson, Lt. Brian Locke, Teresa Nield, Kathleen Snyder, Al Snyder, Kirk Taylor, Deputy Matt Hansen, Diane Buist, Nathan Florence, James Swink
Mayor Ed Buist called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Paul Cressall, with the prayer being given by Jason Wooden.
Minutes:  March minutes were approved as typed.  February minutes were approved as typed.
Bills:  Motion to approve the March 2011 bills was made by Kelly Berrett and seconded by Bret Fonnesbeck.  The vote was unanimous.
Public Hearing on Mendon City Building Moratorium:  Public hearing opened at 7:03 p.m.  Mayor Buist stated we are still in a situation that we are not in a position to allow building.  We have had a setback on the well site.  Jon Hardman stated we submitted a water sample and it exceed the state standards for arsenic.  At this point, we are closing up the well and pursuing another location.  His feeling that is even though it could be blended to a safe level, it would be best to not chance it.  The pipe will be reclaimed and the hole filled.  Al Snyder asked if there was a committee exploring the options as there is a lot of expertise within the community that could be drawn on.  There is not a committee formed, but the city has spent time looking at alternatives.  Most of the alternatives are very expensive.  Kathy Snyder asked that information related to the water situation be given to the public as soon as possible.  The city website will be updated.  It is being proposed to extend the moratorium another six months.  Public hearing closed at 7:11 p.m.
Public Hearing on FEMA Ordinance on Flood Maps:  FEMA has issued their updated flood maps.  We have until May 24 to pass an ordinance that accepts the maps and associated restrictions.  If we choose not to adopt, the community is suspended from national flood insurance practices.  This means residents cannot get flood insurance.  Federal disaster assistance will not be provided in flood plain areas.  Jon gave a presentation on the map specific to Mendon, outlining the flood areas.  There are penalties for non-compliance with the ordinance and are outlined in the ordinance.  Public hearing closed at 7:20 p.m.
Resolution for Mendon City Building Moratorium:  Resolution 2011-001 was read by Mayor Buist.  Resolution extends the building moratorium six months, from April 14 to October 14, 2011.  Jon Hardman moved to pass, Jason Wooden seconded, all in favor.  Motion passed unanimously.
Ordinance for Accepting FEMA Flood Maps:  Jon Hardman read Ordinance 2011-001, FEMA Flood Map Ordinance.  Maximum fine for violation set at $299.  Maximum jail time for violation set at six months.  Motion to approve made by Jon Hardman and seconded by Kelly Berrett.  All were in favor and motion passed.
Cache County Sheriff Department (Sheriff Nelson/Lt. Brian Locke):  They are moving in a new direction and sending reports electronically.  Hard copies will still be sent out as well.  He handed out the annual report and gave a brief overview.  County population is now at 118,000 people.  Misdemeanor arrests are increasing, which taxes the facility.  Drunken driving arrests are up.  This is due in part to the training the deputies have received that increases their awareness of those being under the influence.  Part I crimes are the most serious crimes and are tracked by the FBI.  Cache County is very low on these types of crimes.  In the past 12 months, there has been 720 hours given to the city, divided into three shifts.  Outlined on the mayor’s report is the specific data for Mendon.  Lieutenant Brian Locke is the new contact person for patrol and was introduced by Sheriff Nelson.  Lieutenant Locke discussed animal control for cities and would like to discuss taking over the city’s animal control.  Mayor Buist will contact him to discuss further.
Deputy Matt Hansen:  May Day will be May 7 and we could use his help that morning.

Cache County Unified Justice Court Agreement (James Swink):  The agreement was handed out to the council members and reviewed.  It is estimated that the city would need to set aside $5000 to cover prosecutor and indigent defense expenses.  This will be proposed for the upcoming budget year.  James Swink gave a presentation and answered questions on the proposed agreement.  There will be a north court in Hyde Park and a south court in Hyrum.  The county will run everything and the revenues received will be split 50/50.  Mayor Buist asked Mr. Swink to give the city a bid for prosecution.  Mr. Swink will get this to us.  County will hire a part-time judge for the justice court.  Until the county system is in place, Wellsville has agreed to continue to work with us on the cases status quo.  Motion to pass this agreement made by Jason Wooden and seconded by Jon Hardman.  All were in favor and motion passed.
Hamburger Stand Agreement/Pepsi Product in Softball Arena:  The hamburger stand has been awarded to Tamara Hampton for the year and will be starting up in a few weeks.  Mayor Buist stated that Pepsi has been very good to the city for many years and we are asking that any product sold in the softball arena is Pepsi.  They requested approval to bring in the Pepsi trailer for the 24th of July to help alleviate the congestion around the hamburger stand.  Drinks and other light refreshments will be sold from the trailer.  This was agreed to and proceeds will be split per the agreement.  There is a deep fryer and stainless steel meat slicer at the stand.  Does anyone know the condition?  They would like to offer fries.  Tamara said they want to use the deep fryer outside the building, cordoned off, and will get with Kirk about the condition of the fryer.
Fire Department Pay Scale Agreement:  Initial presentation given at the March meeting.  There was subsequent discussion after the meeting and we have a guarantee that the fire department budget will not be exceeded with the implementation of the new pay scale.  Jason Wooden stated that we need to do something before we basically have a fire department in name only.  This is an attempt to rejuvenate the department to aid with recruitment and retention.  Motion to approve the fire department pay scale agreement made by Jason Wooden and seconded by Kelly Berrett.  All were in favor and motion passed.  This goes into effect July 1, 2011.
Kirk Taylor, Public Works Director:  The gazebo in the park needs some attention and with the upcoming May Day celebration, it needs to be taken care of.  Kirk will see if he can fix and if not, will get with Mike Carlson to determine what to do.
He has been working on the head gate redesign at the cemetery.  He has over seeded areas there as well.  He will fertilize once there is 3-4 inches of new growth.

Parks and square have been aerated and he will fertilize in another week or so.  He wants to get with Bret on Taylor Park for design and seeding.

He will be meeting with Kelly on streets to discuss the budget and what can be done.  He has been researching for another truck to replace the red truck and outfit with a snow plow.
Springs are looking really good right now, but will drop off as summer arrives.

Logan Tidrow has been hired to help Kirk for the summer.
Council Reports:

Bret Fonnesbeck:  We have people wanting to donate trees to be planted in the parks in memory of loved ones.  He will talk to Kirk about this.
He is looking for volunteers to help move equipment around the week prior to May Day in preparation of May Day.  Kelly and Jason volunteered.  Mayor Buist asked that council members support the May Day festivities as much as they can.

Mayor Ed Buist:  If you have any budget concerns/suggestions, get with him to discuss.
Re-key is ongoing.  If you need your key, get with him.  There is a lockbox in the office now.

It is suggested that council members take the training to be NIMS compliant.  Mayor Buist is encouraging everyone to complete the courses.  It could be done in one evening.
Mike Carlson:  Not in attendance
Kelly Barrett:  We are on track with street maintenance, budget-wise.
Kelly thinks the truck is a good idea to purchase.  It was agreed that the purchase would come out of capital projects.  He will continue looking for a vehicle and look around $8-12,000.
Katie Childs is on the Library Board as secretary.

Youth Council is meeting the third Thursday of every month.  They are planning for the Easter egg hunt.

Jason Wooden:  Kirk will email Jason a list of current Eagle projects.
The Trails Committee would like to give a presentation at the May Day festival.
Jon Hardman:  Paul is recommending we drop our fee for shut-off notices to $150.  This was agreed to.
The state is watching the Hyrum canal system very closely this year.  When we have used our allotment, it will be shut off.

Mayor Buist signed an Eagle application for fencing.  Because of the weather, this was delayed, but the scout will give a presentation in one of the next few meetings.

Jon Hardman is requesting we go into an executive session to discuss the purchase of property.
Jason Wooden motioned to adjourn the meeting.   Bret Fonnesbeck seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 9:21 pm.
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