Mendon City Council Meeting

May 12, 2011
Mendon Station – 95 North Main

Meeting began at 7:00pm

In Attendance:

Mayor:  Ed Buist 

Council Members:  Jon Hardman, Bret Fonnesbeck, Jason Wooden, Mike Carlson, Kelly Barrett (9:22pm)
Recorder:  Paul Cressall

Treasurer:  Daphne Carlson

Clerk:  Pamela Coleman

Excused:  
Citizens in attendance:  
Mayor Ed Buist called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jon Hardman, with the prayer being given by Bret Fonnesbeck.
Minutes:  April minutes were approved as typed.
Bills:  Motion to approve the April 2011 bills was made by Bret Fonnesbeck and seconded by Jason Wooden.  The vote was unanimous.
Steve Krebs – Questar Gas:  He attended to check to see if the city is having any issues with Questar gas.  He tries to visit cities every three months.  He handed out his business cards.  Karen Nelson, from the Cache County Chamber of Commerce, attended to give a presentation on the Chamber of Commerce and encourage the city to join.  Cost is $150 for the city to join.
Eagle Scout Project to Paint Fire Hydrants (JD Thorne):  He will be painting the fire hydrants in Mendon.  He will need safety red enamel paint and white enamel paint for the caps.  He has discussed this with Ray Olsen and will work with Kirk Taylor.  Scout comes up with first $50 through fundraisers and the city covers the remainder.  JD will work with Jon Hardman, who is over the water department.
Installation of a Blinking Stop Sign at 400 North and Main Street:  She has observed daily people running the stop signs at this intersection.  There are many families in this area, as well as special needs children.  There are many options available, but she feels the blinking stop signs would work the best.  Bret stated that there are large trucks coming through town that exceed the weight limits for our streets.  Both issues need to be enforced and the mayor will talk to Deputy Hansen to increase official presence in the area as a first step in fixing this problem.  In addition, Kirk Taylor will talk with Kelly Barrett about the options for signage to see if one will work.
Library Board Proposal:  Katie Child gave a presentation on what the library board is proposing to do with the $6000 needing to be spent of their budget this fiscal year.  One suggestion is to give a partial rebate to citizens obtaining a Logan library card.  Jon Hardman would prefer to tag the funds for the general building fund, but it will take time and money for the building to materialize.  Katie feels we need to keep the interest in having a library alive until there is a building, which is difficult if the board isn’t active during that time.  Mike Carlson stated he would feel better if the full amount was kept for the building.  Bret Fonnesbeck also felt the money would be better spent staying with the building fund.  Mayor Buist stated that the majority are in favor of keeping the money for the building.  Katie Child asked if there could be some of the money earmarked for the city fund and a portion kept for a storytime stipend.  This proposal was agreed to.  Katie will get with Pam Coleman to schedule a time for storytime.  She will get with Mike Carlson to discuss the rules for use of the building.
City Staff/Elected Officials Party @ Pioneer Park:  Party will be held on Friday, June 24, at 6:00 p.m. at Pioneer Park.  It is for city staff/elected officials and spouse.  Please RSVP to Mayor Buist ASAP.
Formation of City Building/Library Committee:  Mayor Buist stated we need to move forward with the formation of a committee for a city building and library.  Paul Willie is very interested in heading up the committee, as is Mike Morgan.  Mayor Buist would like to be on the committee and there should be at least one person from the library board.  After discussion, it was agreed to have a public meeting on Thursday, June 16, to discuss this further and obtain public input.
Mendon City 2011/2012 Budget Discussion:  Public hearing on the proposed budget will be Thursday, June 16, at 7:45 p.m.  City Council will be changed from the second Thursday to the third Thursday.
Paul Cressall went over what the city expenditures were for the last year.  Mayor Buist stated that Matt Regan met with him, Paul Cressall, and Daphne Carlson on the proposal for the coming year.  Mayor Buist went over his proposed budget, broken down to departments.  Attached are the proposals.  Discussion ensued on each budget.  RAPZ monies were allocated for the Trails Committee.  The full $40,000 will be spent this coming year, so a line item for this will be added to capital projects and earmarked for trails.  It was also agreed after discussion that the budget would be opened at the end of each year to allocate into buildings what expenditures occurred on the Mendon Station instead of having a budget line item at the beginning of the year.
Deputy Matt Hansen:  Not in attendance.

Kirk Taylor, Public Works Director:  Sump pumps are working well and running overtime.  The ventilation in the restrooms needs to be improved.  The canal box that serves the cemetery has been poured.  Screening is needed and he has purchased the 10hp pump to replace the 7hp one.  Pioneer Park flower bed area has been killed.  Weed protection will be put down and new plantings put in.  This will help with maintenance.  250 South and 380 East was crack sealed.  Chip and seal needs to be done on 250 South.  Jason Hardman, as his Eagle Scout project, put in a section of perimeter fencing in by the springs and well.  This has been a huge help.  Kirk is still looking for a truck.  He would like the city to investigate providing benefits to him.  He does not have insurance currently and would like to see something available.
Council Reports:

Jon Hardman:  Jason Hardman fenced the western boundary of the city property by the well.  He had eight people help him out.  It was completed fairly quickly.  There were three brace sections and lots of clearing done.
We have verbally reached an agreement on a possible well site.  Water samples will be taken from the well and testing expedited.  Once the deal is finalized, more information will be published.

He has not received word yet on when the water will be turned into the canal.  Water will be metered and shut off when the flow is met.  There have been two additional meters put on to measure.

Bret Fonnesbeck:  May Day went off really well.  He requested a copy of all receipts.
Mayor Ed Buist:  Locks and re-keying continues.  Everything but the fire department should be done by the end of June.
He brought up compensation for the council, bringing them up from $150 to $250.  This is a touchy issue, but the compensation is not much when compared to the work each council member does.  After much debate, Bret Fonnesbeck motioned to accept this revised compensation.  Motion seconded by Kelly Barrett.  Motion passed with one dissent (Jason Wooden).

Mayor Buist brought up the issue of providing insurance compensation to Kirk Taylor.  The various options need to be looked at.  This may not happen this year, so we may want to look at increasing his flex allotment.  Mayor Buist proposed a 3% pay raise and to set vacation days of  10 days for 0-5 years and 12 days for 5-10 years.  Jason Wooden motioned this.  Motion seconded by Bret Fonnesbeck.  All were in favor.
Mike Carlson:  A back-up sump pump would be a wise investment for the Mendon Station.  Mosquito abatement is ramping up.
Kelly Barrett:  Chip and seal needs are being put together.  Youth council is working hard and things are going well.  He was given the proposal from Katie Child handed out earlier in the meeting
Jason Wooden:  No word from the historical society.  The fire department was very appreciative of the pay schedule passed last month.  Trails Committee received the $40,000 RAPZ grant.  Combined with the $30,000 received prior, the trail along 100 East will be done.
After research and discussion with the Forest Service, a document has been found that Congress gave Mendon the 320 acres for watershed.  If the city no longer wants the land, it reverts back to the federal government, so selling it is not an option.
Mike Carlson motioned to adjourn the meeting.   Jason Wooden seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 10:11 pm.
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