Mendon City Council Meeting

September 9, 2010
Mendon Station – 95 North Main

Meeting began at 7:00pm

In Attendance:

Mayor:  Ed Buist 

Council Members:  Jon Hardman, Mike Carlson, Jason Wooden, Bret Fonnesbeck, Kelly Barrett
Recorder:  Paul Cressall

Treasurer:  Daphne Carlson

Clerk:  Pamela Coleman
Not Present:  
Citizens in attendance:  
Mayor Ed Buist called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jon Hardman with the prayer being given by Paul Cressall.

Minutes:  August minutes were approved as typed.
Bills:  Approval of the bills will be held until next month after reviewing the salary check for Pam Coleman to ensure the hours were charged to the correct budget.
Paul Cressall discussed with Mike Carlson the budget for Buildings and the rents received.  Paul feels the rents should be reflected in Capital Project budget, not the Buildings budget because it appears the monies are in two places and could be spent twice, causing issues with the budget.  The rents are relied upon in the General Fund.  Mike Carlson asked how you determine the figure coming in when we do not know how many reservations we will have.  Paul Cressall stated the figure is based on prior years.  He further stated that the wages are coming from the Buildings Budget, not from the rents received from the Station as that pot (Mendon Station) does not exist in the budget as a line item.  Jon Hardman stated that the intent of the resolution was to establish an account similar to the Perpetual Care fund for the Mendon Station.  The resolution was to put this money into a separate account to pay for maintenance and salaries related to the Mendon Station.  Paul Cressall stated that in order to do this, the budget will need to be re-opened and the money moved from the buildings fund and then opened again to put it back at the end of the year.  This seems to be a lot of work and not necessary.  Daphne is keeping track of if the building is making money or not.  Jon Hardman stated that because we have already stated these monies go to the General Fund in the budget, we cannot do anything this fiscal year, but we can take care of it next fiscal year and treat the rents received like the Perpetual Care fund is handled.  It was agreed that the rents and expenses will be tracked separately this year, but the funds will come from Capital Projects.
Conditional Use Permit – Martin James
Martin James attended on his conditional use permit application.  Jon Hardman stated that if we have given approval to P&Z to approve conditional use permits, then it should not be necessary for applicants to attend City Council.  Jason Wooden stated that there are two instances where P&Z cannot approve Conditional Use permits – Accessory Dwelling applications and Home Occupation applications.  The ordinance does allow for P&Z to make final determinations, so the ordinance may need to be amended.  Bret Fonnesbeck feels that the city does need to approve these applications.  P&Z voted to approve the conditional use application with conditions.  Martin James stated that he did not get a copy of the conditions and requested that he get a copy.  Martin gave copies to council of what the state requires once this is approved by the city.  It is a lengthy process, of which the city approval is the first step.  Conditions set by P&Z were that all wastes need to be contained on the property, no sale of alcohol products without licensing, and approval from Bear River Health Department on any waste in the septic system (which was approved in the quantities stated).  Jason Wooden motioned that the letter going to the state with the P&Z conditions (alluded to, but not known at this time) be approved.  Kelly Barrett seconded the motion   All were in favor and application passed.
Alcohol Consumption on Public Property Resolution
Mayor Buist read the proposed resolution, which is taken from the ordinance governing Unlawful Acts on Public Property, Sections 13-351 and 13-352.  The resolution is to amend the existing ordinance.  Council reviewed the resolution.  Mayor Buist called for a motion for approval of this resolution.  Jason Wooden motioned to approve and motion seconded by Kelly Barrett.  All in favor and motion passed.
Pepsi Contract with Mendon City
This item will be suspended until next month’s meeting to allow for more time to review the contract.  

Hughes Corner Property Swap – Watkins Family/Jason Wooden  

Jason Wooden gave a presentation on the proposed land swap.  At the start of this discussion, the library was struggling and it was envisioned that this would be a way to continue a library and infuse with funding.  He has since learned that the library is no longer in the cottage and this benefit is no longer valid.  He further stated that in his opinion, the 5/8 acre across the street from the Station is of more value to the city than six acres above town.  We have done some great things in this community (Station, school, water, trails, Veterans Memorial) through committees.  We need to ask ourselves what does the community need next.  He feels it should be a community building consisting of a city office, library, council chambers, mayor’s office, justice court.  This building could be funded through the sale of other land.  Five acres would be set aside for cemetery expansion, the city would retain 7.6 acres, and the remaining 7.6 acres (appraised at near what Hughes Corner appraised at) would be swapped with the Watkins family for Hughes Corner.  Jason presented some options that would give us a starting point for negotiations with the Watkins family.  Another option is that the city we do not obtain the Baker home and swap only 5 acres.  Tim Watkins presented some background information on the history of the proposal.  He handed out a graphic showing the potential city structure with the existing home removed.  He has also prepared some development costs for the land, which supports the claim that it is close to the appraised value.  If interested, he has this information to share.  Mayor Buist stated that it makes the most sense for the city to have Hughes Corner for whatever reason.  How we get there, he does not know, but it makes sense to him.  Kelly Barrett feels that our next step is to have a community building and this is the perfect spot.  Bret Fonnesbeck has a concern in the city having a say in how the property above town gets developed because it can have a negative impact on the city.  This land is in the city, so we would have a control in the development.  Mike Carlson agrees that the property makes sense for the city, but is not in favor of the swap.  He would like to talk to some of the older council members to find out what their ideas for the existing city property was.  Jon Hardman stated that it was mainly for the water (Deep Canyon) more than the land itself.  Mike stated that he does not see the city offices up Deep Canyon, but could see the shed there instead of at the fire station.  He does not see the city developing it.  He is hesitant to agreeing to this swap at this time.  Jon Hardman asked Tim if the family is set on the swap or are there other options on the table.  Tim stated that they are open to other ideas/suggestions.  Jon stated that these discussions have been batted around for about ten years and we need to explore options on how to acquire the property.  Another option is to hold a surplus auction to determine what the property above town would really sell for, not just the appraised value.  As a council, we have to be extremely careful in letting land go.  Once it is gone, there is no way to get it back and the city may have a future need for the land.  Therefore, we need to look at several options on acquiring the property before making the decision to swap land.  He also likes the option to split off the cottage as he does not see it as an asset to the city in this proposal.  Bret stated that he does like the thought of giving land away.  If we acquire Watkins Corner, it needs to be in an outright purchase.  Kelly Barrett agreed.  Mayor Buist stated that we need to set up a “task force” to explore this further and he is recommending Jason and Tim get this set up with a committee to explore all options.  Bret stated that the city needs a master plan of what the city will look like in the future and where things are located.  Jon stated that we need to sit down with Richard Watkins to determine what he is agreeable to.  Jason will be the representative from the city council and will put together a committee.  Jon wants a meeting to be held with Richard prior to the group meeting so the city knows what he would and would not consider.  We also need a timeframe of when Richard would like a decision made.  This will be on the agenda for next month for further discussion.
Kirk Taylor – Kirk thanked Bret for all his help in the tree trimming.  The pump at Pioneer Park has quit.  It has been fixed, but even when it is running at full capacity, it still is not enough to push to the top of the cemetery.  Terrill Fletcher has offered his expertise in resolving this problem.  Kirk will contact him.  It is possible to purchase a 10 hp pump that would fit the existing hosing.  There are also improvements that need to be made at the head gate.  We need to first work to get water to the cemetery and then work on a sprinkler system.  Bids have gone out for the Cobblestone approach and one was received back.  We are looking to do the work at the end of this month.
Council Reports
Jon Hardman – He spoke with Bill on the phone today.  They have been the process of closing up the well and performing the tests.  Bill’s feeling is that the well is not yielding anything.  The plan is to do a different step to try and clean up all the material they can and loosen up the clay and suck it out of the well to see if there is cloggage or exactly what is happening.  More will be known next week.  This was not part of the original bid, so there will be an additional cost.  If we cannot get water to flow at this depth, we will go up higher to see if we can get a better flow.  At some point, we run into the issue of penetrating the aquifer of the water companies and that will cause problems with their flow and rights.  We took the entire stream this year from the irrigation company and we are looking at about $6000 in reimbursement for crop loss and other expenses.  Canal will be running out soon.
Bret Fonnesbeck – Needs an update on the well for the newsletter.  It was agreed to just go with the article Jon sent.  A section needs to be put in about the recent vandalism in town and the mayor is concerned about it and it has been reported to the sheriff’s department.  
Mayor Buist – He does not have a report for the 24th celebration, but he will soon.  There was a lady hurt during the great race.  She needed stitches and was told by someone that the city has liability insurance.  We do not and should not be telling anyone we do.  Because of the situation and what had been said, we are in a position of paying the claim.  Any activity that is to be done in celebrations which could cause injury is to not be done and waivers are to be signed by participants.
Mike Carlson – Nothing to report.

Kelly Barrett – Library raised $2000 in fundraisers, which was good.  The library board wants to know set up the library foundation with a committee.  Kelly is finding out the legalities with the foundation and will report back his findings.  

Jason Wooden – Planning & Zoning may be losing a member in the future and Jason would like to nominate John Davidson or Jay Apedaile in the event Doug Coggins steps down. This was approved.  The property owned by Ty Haguewood went to auction.  The agreement with the city was it is developed within a year or it would revert back to agricultural designation.  The zoning map needs to be updated to reflect this.  Trails Committee has started up again and the projects have been funded, so there may be activity soon.

Planting of trees in right-of-ways:  a public hearing needs to be held to discuss.  This will be on the agenda for October’s meeting.
Planning and Zoning – there is a concern with them making decisions and not being an elected body representing the city.  We want them to be a recommending body, but may not for approvals.  This will require a change to the ordinance.  They do have approval authority for accessory dwellings to alleviate the burden from Paul Taylor.
Motion to adjourn made by Bret and seconded by Jon.  All in favor.  Meeting ended at 9:43 p.m.

