Mendon City Council Meeting

November 11, 2010

Mendon Station – 95 North Main

Meeting began at 7:00pm

In Attendance:

Mayor:  Ed Buist 

Council Members:  Jon Hardman, Mike Carlson, Jason Wooden, Bret Fonnesbeck, Kelly Berrett
Recorder:  Paul Cressall

Treasurer:  Daphne Carlson

Clerk:  Pamela Coleman

Citizens in attendance:  Kirk Taylor, Deputy Matt Hansen, Detective Bartschi, Steve Krebs, Brian Abel, Satenik Sargsyan, Nancy Tolman, Burnis Skinner, Alaina Montgomery, Dave Wille, Stacey Fonnesbeck, John Macdonald, Nichole Oswald, Todd Oswald, Tyson Oswald, Karen Shelton, Cassidee Hudson, Jeremy Hudson, Peter Reed, Darren Child
Mayor Ed Buist called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Deputy Bartschi with the prayer being given by Jon Hardman.
Meeting closed at 7:01 pm for public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING on Proposed Spice Ordinance for Mendon City:  Detective Bartschi gave all in attendance a presentation on what spice is, what the effects are, and what can be done by cities.  Spice is an incense and not for human consumption, predominately under the title Black Mambo.  It can contain various legal herbs and spices.  Spice is the generic name for a wide variety of different products (like Kleenex).  It is very easy to purchase and each spice brand contain different legal substances inside it.  What is not listed is that an added chemical, JWH-018, is in it and that is the drug.  It is similar to marijuana.  The chemical structure of JWH-018 and 9-TCH, a compound found in marijuana are not similar even though effects and symptoms are.  Based on the structural analysis, JWY-018 is not categorized as a THC substance, and is not similar to chemical structure to other substances controlled under the CSA.  Because of this distinction, spice is not illegal.  Awareness of this substance has increased through law enforcement sharing information with the public and new organizations running stories.  This substance is addictive and can cause overdose.  Logan Regional Hospital estimates the emergency room handles 1 to 2 “spice” overdoses a week, with over 200 ER visits in 2010 (as of July 2010).  James Swink, Cache County Attorney, took the data gathered and drafted an ordinance that cities can use for adoption.  Many cities in the county have taken action on this already.  Nikki Oswald asked what it looks like and Detective Bartschi said that it can look like anything.  It is not water soluble and can only be dissolved in alcohol.  It is sprayed onto herbs or things that smoke well.  It is all packaged and can be different colors and have different smells.  It can be ingested, but mostly it is smoked.  The state formed a drug advisory board and this issue may come up in the next legislative session.  Mayor Buist thanked the Sheriff’s department for the presentation and stated that the intent of the public hearing tonight is to pass the ordinance adopted by the County Council.  The ordinance was handed out and reviewed a few weeks ago by the council and apart from minor changes, it is the same as what the county adopted.
PUBLIC HEARING on Lot Split Request by Don and Judy Shelton – Currently, there are two homes located on the same recorded lot.  They are requesting to split the lots into two recorded lots through a boundary adjustment.  The lot is currently 1.25 acres, so once it is divided, each lot will be 5/8 acre.  Jason stated that Planning & Zoning reviewed this and all setbacks are met and are recommending this be approved to fix a problem that was caused many years ago.  The subdivision and water moratorium will be suspended for this action.
Public hearings were closed at 7:48 pm and meeting was opened.

Motion to approve the lot split request by Don and Judy Shelton with temporary suspension of moratoriums on subdivision and water be approved by Council.  Seconded by Bret Fonnesbeck and all voted in favor.  Motion passed.

Proposed ordinance on spice was read by Jason Wooden.  Motion to approve the ordinance 2010-5 was made by Kelly Berrett and seconded by Jon Hardman.  Voting was unanimous and motion passed.
Revision to Unlawful Acts on Public Property-Protection of City Right of Way Resolution 2010-06 was discussed last month in a public hearing and a couple of changes were made.  These changes were incorporated into the document Mayor Buist read.  Motion to approve the resolution as read was made by Bret Fonnesbeck and seconded by Kelly Berrett.  All were in favor and motion passed.
Minutes:  October minutes were approved with changes.

Bills.  Motion to approve the October 2010 bills was made by Jon Hardman.  Kelly Berrett seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.
Tyson Oswald gave a presentation to the council on his proposed Eagle scout project.  He is proposing to create a manual on how to use all light and sound equipment that the city has.  He will also train people on the usage of this equipment.  He is also proposing to purchase bags for the equipment for storage and transportation.  The labeling and inventorying will be done prior to a youth council dance.  The city matching fee of $250 for the bags was discussed and it was decided to come out of the celebrations budget.  Project was approved.

Cassidy Hudson attended to request approval for the city to incorporate Zumba as a community recreation.  It is an aerobic dance and incorporates Latin dance.  With city approval, she can teach at the school.  She is targeting all ages, but especially the youth.  Jason is concerned with it being city sponsored when it is a business.  Approval of this is needed for her to use the school.  Discussion was held on if the city should or should not endorse this.  Mayor Buist proposed that the council take some time to think about this and ensure there is no liability issue for the city.  This will be on the agenda for January’s agenda.

Darren Child and Jason Wooden discussed the Trails Committee request to pave the slag trail.  Funding is available to pave a six foot wide pathway.  The pathway is there to get the kids away from the intersection as soon as possible and in order to allow this path to be used in the winter, it really should be paved.  In addition, the committee is working to obtain additional funds to continue the path to the south.  Bret Fonnesbeck feels that until we have a plan in place for long-term use of the fields, it is premature to spend this money as it may be a waste.  Mike Carlson agreed and stated he would rather see the money used to extend the trail to the south or to get kids across the highway to the school.  Jason Wooden stated that the money should was supposed to be spent this year and we need to at least spend part of it to show good faith before we request additional funds next April.  This would be something we could do this year, where the other paths are going to require engineering studies.  Kelly Berrett stated that he is concerned with pouring asphalt this time of year.   Jon Hardman stated that equipment will be needed to maintain and where will it come from?  Darren Child replied that they do have approval to use some of the money for something to clear the snow.  Daphne Carlson stated that if the committee went in with a game plan to show what the money will be used for and that additional will be needed to complete the entire project, the RAPZ committee will work with us.  Each council member was asked their opinion.  Mayor Buist  stated that Jason Wooden and Darren Child need to take the opinions and decide what to do.  
Kirk Taylor brought up that it would be nice for him to have a city credit card for small purchases.  Mayor Buist suggested a purchase card with his name on it that has a limit.  Daphne will check on this to see what the city needs to do.  Kirk has one employee who can be a backup snow plow driver for him, but he asked if the council could help him out as well if needed.  He feels that now is a good time to look at replacing the red S10.  It has served its purpose and is leaking through the roof.  There are also other issues with it.  Are there any funds available to purchase another truck in the $8 to $12,000 range?  He is looking at surplus sites for a diesel truck that is 4-wheel drive and could accommodate a plow.  Mayor Buist said that Kirk needs to start looking seriously and spend the least amount possible, while still getting something good.  He is getting the leaves mulched and the city prepped for winter.
Council Reports:

Mayor Ed Buist:
He met with the chairperson over the 24th celebration and all bills have been paid.  He has met with Bret and we are in good shape for celebrations.
Emergency Preparedness – He is taking courses to be NIMS compliant.  As soon as he completes this, he will ensure the council members are also trained.

Christmas party is December 10.  Please RSVP as soon as you can.

Bret Fonnesbeck:

Parks have been winterized.  A pump situation is needed for the cemetery and is a higher priority than sprinklers for the ball field.  Bret will look into getting the sprinklers installed at the field.
Bret talked to Greg Kidman about serving on P&Z and he has declined for several reasons.  Bret suggested Bruce Maughan and he may be interested.  Mayor Buist suggested Rusty Myers as another person who would do a good job.  Mike Carlson brought up that Dave Welker may be interested.  
Newsletter – this will be the last newsletter that will be delivered door-to-door.  Bret needs the city article and any items for the December newsletter.

Jon Hardman:

Well update – Kirk inquired on Wednesday and was told that the rotary was brought onsite last Friday and as of Wednesday, they are still seeing the same things.  He is ordering an underream from Wyoming to get under the casing.  

Kelly Barrett:  Kelly has talked to a member of the state library board and libraries do not need to be under the city umbrella.  He will follow up with the city auditor to ensure he is okay with this as well.
Mike Carlson:  Mike questioned who he needs to contact for Mendon Arts and it is Valerie Larsen.
Buildings – There have been some concerns with the Mendon Station and the businesses running in the building.  We have a karate group, dance group, and exercise group.  This is a very busy time of year and citizens would like to have parties.  With the scheduling of the businesses, this does not allow for use during the week for citizens.  The high use is from Thanksgiving through the new year.  It was discussed that for this time, all business will end by 5:00 pm.  Mayor Buist will discuss this with those with businesses for the next year.
Jason Wooden:

Jason has contacted Valerie Larson and the Historical Society is looking at designating a historical district in the city.

Ray wants to share the closet at the fire station and the answer is no.  The city will need the full closet.  

He needs to get in contact with the school to do a ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the portion of the trail completed.
Jason would also like to get copies of the bills prior to them being paid each month.  This is something each council member should be seeing for their respective budgets.  They should be approving expenditures prior to the expenditure becoming an obligation.  It was agreed that the solution to this was to have the bill put into the respective council member’s box, who will initial in the top right corner for approval, and place the bill in Paul’s box for payment.
Jon Hardman motioned to adjourn the meeting.   Jason Wooden seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 10:28 pm.
