
Mendon City Council Meeting

July 8, 2010

Mendon Station - 95 North Main

Meeting began at 7:00pm

In Attendance:

Mayor:  Ed Buist
Council Members: Jon Hardman, Mike Carlson, Jason Wooden, Bret Fonnesbeck, Kelly Berrett
Recorder: Paul Cressall

Treasurer: Daphne Carlson

Clerk: Pamela Coleman

Not Present:
Citizens in Attendance:  Burnis Skinner, Nikki Oswald, Mike Buist, Kirk Taylor, Michael Buist, Geraldine Maurer, Glenn Hiibner, Curtis Cooper, Deputy Mike Hansen, Diane Buist and daughter
Mayor Ed Buist called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
The pledge of Allegiance was led by Mike Buist with the prayer being given by Jason Wooden.
Minutes – March, April and May minutes will approved with changes.
Bills – Mike Carlson stated he is still working out a few issues with the fire department.  Jason Wooden motioned to approve the July bills.  Bret Fonnesbeck seconded the motion.  July bills unanimously approved.

Water Moratorium – About five days ago, the canal was shut off for repairs.  We did receive notice of this.  As of yesterday morning, Kirk Taylor reported that the water levels in the upper tank were dropping at an alarming rate.  The decision was made to get the information out to immediately stop outdoor use of culinary water.  Ed’s biggest concern is having water for the indoor use of citizens.  John stated that we also need to be concerned with fire protection.  In addition, the canal is not at full level yet, but will be increased as the water need gets greater.  There was a tear in the lining which necessitated the closure of the canal temporarily.  Kirk stated he monitors the tanks daily.  On Friday, we were down three steps in the upper tank.  On Tuesday morning, we were down six steps.  On Wednesday morning, we were down 11 steps.  He then changed the chlorine tank and after checking the tank again, we were down another step.  He contacted Jon to discuss the situation and based on the information, the decision was made to stop outdoor use.  The upper tank feeds the lower tank and allows the valves to open and close.  By this morning, we were back to full capacity, partly because we still have the full stream.  In about a week’s time, the stream will be split with the irrigation company and we will lose flow.  In addition, the stream’s flow decreases as summer progresses.  Mendon North Irrigation Company has the first filing on the stream, but typically splits the stream with the city, who has the second filing on the stream.  Burnis Skinner questioned where the stream splits and it is at the source, which is before the stream hits the tanks.  Nikki Oswald asked if we still have the moratorium if the tanks are full again.  Mayor Buist stated that this is something needing to be discussed.  We need to look at the flow and the fluctuations before making the decision how much, if any, watering can occur.  We need to look at this quickly and make these decisions.  We need to have people proactive in working with the city in ensuring neighbors are informed.  We need to work together and solve this together.  We are in a situation today to discuss what we can allow until the next drop, which will be time to revisit and make decisions again.  Jon Hardman stated that we need to be water-wise.  Our water usage from the canal is metered and once we hit our limit, it is shut off.  It is estimated to last 90 days, but depending on use, could be longer or shorter.  Bret Fonnesbeck stated that we could put information in the newsletter informing people how much water is really needed to care for your yard and other suggestions on plants that use less water.  It is crisis time and time to be pro-active.  Burnis Skinner stated that the secondary water should also be restricted.  This is not something the city can control; it is up to the separate companies.  We are hoping to avert the crisis so that people can continue to water, but we just don’t know what the future will bring.  Jason Wooden stated that we could make up three nice signs and place them at the entrances to the town.  A fourth sign will be placed at the post office.  This would aid in the notification to all citizens.  This is a good idea and needs to be pursued.  Another option is to have an email list and notifications can be sent out.  Daphne will contact Angie Peterson to see what information we can get on mass notifications.  Kirk Taylor stated that we need to set a minimum standard.  Pam will get the information onto the web site on the “red”, “yellow”, and “green”.  Mayor Buist stated that we need to use Kirk’s and John’s expertise and determine where we set the standards for “red”, “yellow” and “green”.  Jon and Kirk both feel that we need to stay under the no water rrestriction, with the exception of animals and food producing gardens, until Monday.  That will give us time to review the situation and what the impact of splitting the stream will be, as well as monitor the tank more because it is up and down.  Mayor Buist will get the signs prepared.
Events – Julienne Robins is looking at a week of events again this year for the 24th.  Mayor Buist has been working with Julienne and he is fully aware of what has been planned and is okay with the plans.

Well Update – John reported that we are at 650 feet and that is as far as we are going.  Screens still need to be installed and testing done.  The screens are on order and because we are not perforating (screens yield more water), there will be additional cost, but we have saved money by not drilling to 800 feet.  The testing will most likely take a few days, but there are several things that need to be done to finish the well.
Deputy Matt Hansen – We have our celebration week beginning July 19 and would love to have official presence.  Julienne Robins has the parade route and will contact Deputy Hansen.  The full day celebration will be on Saturday, July 24.  Deputy Hansen has been following up with some ATV issues for the mayor.  Deputy Hansen stated that he or another deputy will have the trailer out here and get it set up the night before.  They will also have a presence here on the 24th all day.  Daphne Carlson stated that the city needs to prepare guidelines for the parade participants on what is acceptable or not before, during, and after the parade (such as sirens, horns, music, etc).  The parade starts at noon.  Mayor Buist has also strongly encouraged there not be a fireman hosedown.  There is a private citizen who has offered well water.  Mayor Buist stated that if Ray Olsen is agreeable to putting well water into his tanks and it is very well advertised that it is not city water being used, he will okay it.
Veterans Cemetery Memorial – Mike Buist attended to give a presentation to the council on the proposal to put a veteran memorial at the cemetery.  Many communities have these and a group would like to place one in Mendon’s cemetery.  He has been working with Jason Wooden on location.  The committee is not asking for any money from the city; the money will be obtained through fundraisers.  The committee would only like the city to donate the lot for the memorial.  He handed out a listing of the veterans from Mendon, whether buried here or elsewhere.  Cost will be $11,800.  This will beautify our cemetery and be an asset to the community.  Many citizens have offered to assist with the work needing to be done to prepare the site.  Bret Fonnesbeck recommended that there be a plan developed of the end state, even if only part is done now.  Bret will donate his time to develop this plan.  Mayor Buist stated that Mike is asking from the city a piece of ground.  He is proposing to start the fundraisers and would like a spot on the 24th for the rocks to be displayed and to start the fundraising at that time.  He is also working on a fundraising dinner.  Kelly Barrett motioned for the city to give a plot of land.  Jon Hardman would also like to see a maintenance plan for the upkeep of this memorial.  Mayor Buist suggested that the committee stay formed, do an annual fundraiser, and keep the interest going.  Mayor Buist would like to hear a motion for the city to donate the land for the memorial with the understanding final approval be given at the next council meeting pending review of the plans. Jason Wooden seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
Kirk Taylor – There was one burial at the cemetery in the past month.  He is replacing bulbs at the ball field.  The overlays of three sections in town have been done.
Council Reports:

Jason Wooden –  It was decided to push off the Hughes Corner/city property land swap until the appraisal is complete.  He has a presentation prepared and will plan to show it on the 5th or at the next council meeting.  The new zoning ordinance passed in February was handed out.  Some of the assignments for the Trails Committee have changed as Eagle scouts have dropped out.
Jon Hardman – Jon was given a message to contact a representative from the forest service regarding plans for Deep Canyon area.  The city has purchased three sections of land up Deep Canyon.  The trailhead is actually on city property.  The forest service has been in contact with the city in the past on improving the land.  He will get in contact with the forest service.  The well is down 615 feet and the decision has been made to develop the well at this point.  Kirk will sample the Cobblestone well after the 24th is over.  Jon reported that it will probably not be better, but not likely.
Bret Fonnesbeck – There are water issues in the parks being dealt with.  He is working on a design for Taylor Park for people wanting to donate trees.  He needs a newsletter message from Kelly Berrett.  If anyone has information for the newsletter, he needs it by Saturday.
Mayor Ed Buist – He is working with Julienne on the 24th celebration and encouraging her to cut back.  We are in a new fiscal year and he is getting with a locksmith to being the re-keying of the buildings.  He is starting with the fire station.  Pam will be preparing a mailbox for each council member in the office.  These need to be checked at least once a week.  Building permit moratorium expires August 11, which is before our next meeting.  We need to be prepared to have an emergency meeting for August 5 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the building permit moratorium.  Pam will contact Karen Shelton to notify her of this meeting.  She will also advertise this meeting.
Mike Carlson -  He had a meeting with Dawna Campbell on the new contract for rental of the station for her dance classes.  She has asked for storage area in the station so she can store her tap boards in the basement.  They will be cut in half from the current 4’ x 8’ size and will transport them up and down the stairs.  The contract does not allow for any storage, so the council needs to approve this.  They have been stored with the tables, but Mike is receiving complaints.  The contract covers the city in the event of liability.  The folding chairs downstairs will be advertised in the newsletter for anyone interested.  Donations would be appreciated.  The painting of Mendon Station and the flooring being re-done has all been completed.  The Station looks great!
Kelly Barrett – The Cobblestone intersection off Highway 23 has not been done yet.  It is scheduled to chip 500 North and slurry seal up to the subdivision, depending on money.  The library is asking for support of a book sale on the 24th.
Mike Carlson motioned to adjourn.  Bret Fonnesbeck seconded.  Council adjourned at 9:22 pm.








