Mendon City Council Meeting

October 21, 2010

Mendon Station – 95 North Main

Meeting began at 7:00pm

In Attendance:

Mayor:  Ed Buist 

Council Members:  Jon Hardman, Mike Carlson, Jason Wooden, Bret Fonnesbeck, 

Recorder:  Paul Cressall (arrived at 7:48pm)
Treasurer:  Daphne Carlson

Not Present:  Pamela Coleman

Citizens in attendance:  Kirk Taylor, Deputy Matt Hansen, Leslie Larson, and Ken Buist.
Mayor Ed Buist called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Ed Buist with the prayer being given by Kirk Taylor.
Spice:  Many articals have been in the newspaper about spice and ordinances are being passed in other communities to make spice illegal.  The Sheriff department will do a presentation next month in a public meeting November 11 at 7:00.  Deputy Matt Hansen will present.  It will be posted in all public locations, newsletters, and websites.

Minutes:  August and September minutes were approved with changes.

Bills.  August and September 2010 bills were approved.  Jason Wooden motioned to approve August’s  bills. Bret Fonnesbeck seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.  Jason Wooden motioned to approve September’s bills.  Jon Hardman seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.
Pam’s wages were corrected to represent P&Z and administrative.

Council Assignment Changes:

Mayor Ed Buist (14)




Jon Hardman (14)

Council assignments




Culinary Water

Administration




Well Update

July 24th Celebration




Mendon secondary water system liaison

Law enforcement




Canal Company liaison

Emergency Preparedness

Mike Carlson (12)




Jason Wooden (12)
Cemetery





Mendon Historical Society liaison

Buildings





Fire Department
Mosquito Abatement




Trails Committee liaison

Mendon Arts Council liaison



School liaison

Easter Egg Hunt




City Building Committee liaison

Kelly Barrett (12)




Bret Fonnesbeck (14)
Streets






Parks & Recreation

Storm Water





Planning & Zoning liaison

Library liaison




Board of Adjustment liaison

Grant Writing Committee



Newsletter

Youth Council liaison




Animal Control








May Day

Changes will be posted.
City Council closed at 7:20pm.

Public Hearing:  Planting of Trees in City Right of Way was opened at 7:20pm.
There are concerns and problems with trees being planted near culverts and irrigation right of ways.  There is also concern of asphalt and/or concrete being laid in the city right of ways which created additional runoff.  
Resolution 2010-  ??    Revision to Unlawful Acts on Public Property-Protection of City Rights of Way as presented  (attached)

Kirk Taylor asked the width of the city right of way.  It was mentioned 45 feet or 66 feet.  The burdon of proof will be left to the homeowner.  The Public Works Director will be given authority to make the decisions.  He is encouraged to talk with council members if there are questions.  Daphne Carlson asked how the consequences would be enforced.  Kirk mentioned a couple of properties for concern and asked if this would be retroactive?  It will not be retroactive and will go into effect November 1, 2010.  Public Hearing was closed at 7:33pm
Public Hearing:  Building Moratorium Extension #3 was opened at 7:33pm
Jon Hardman reported the well produces under 5 gallons of water per minute where it is at.  The decision was made to drill deeper.  A rotary drill will be brought in to go quicker.  Approximately one month to go an additional 400 feet.  Jon reported that depending how far down the drilling is the costs could be an additional $100,000 to $130,000.  Mendon has currently incurred $315,709 in expenses towards the well.  The loan with the state was for $400,000.  Mendon is beginning the process of applying for additional funds.  The decision to try drilling higher was dismissed because it could impact the springs higher and lower than the current well site.  Public Hearing was closed at 7:40pm.
City Council was reopened at 7:40pm.  

Land Use Moritorium Extension #3.  It will be extended for 6 months from this date.  Motion was offered by Jon Hardman.  Mike Carlson seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  Extended to April 20, 2011.

Protection of City Rights of Way.  Mike Carlson asked what is reasonable.  He pointed out that garages are getting larger, thus driveways are larger.  There may also be RV parking to the side.  Mayor Buist thinks there may need to be consideration given.  Mike Carlson believes 20 feet is small.  He would recommend 25 to 30 feet.  Jason Wooden thought the driveway would be the same width as the homeowner’s garage.  One person’s opinion of reasonable is different from another’s opinion.  The driveway cannot impede the flow of water.  Culverts can be used.   ***Novembers Agenda***
Deputy Matt Hansen
Deputy Hansen offered clarification for the Spice presentation at the November meeting.  There have been overdoes of Spice in the past few months.  It requires medical attention.  Spice is incense.  People grow it in their yards.  It is similar to Marijuana.  It causes memory loss, cancer, and hallucinations.  Deputy Hansen suggested people google it and get information about the spice.  The high usually lasts about 20 to 30 minutes.  The individuals have no idea what they are doing while they are having their high.  Cache County has passed on ordinance and encourages the individual communities consider passing their own ordinances.  

It was asked if there would be officers on Halloween.  There will be two officers.  Dave Welker and one other in the Mendon area.  There will be roughly 30 officers out in the county on Halloween.
Leslie Larsen:  Pepsi Contract

There is not forcible reason to enter into a contract with Pepsi.  If the city did want a contract there were some issues Leslie was concerned with.  Mendon is referred to very broadly.  Leslie would recommend it to be inclusive to Mendon City, but exclusive of private citizens and its organizations.  Promotional consideration:  Leslie thinks consideration as to who provides them as to the Pepsi logo to be on the signage.  This could be limited to the concession area.  This would not limit other sponsorships.  “All of Mendon City Activities” is too much.  They want exclusivity at all Mendon City Activities.  Council recommended the softball activities.  Leslie recommends just limiting things to the concession stand.  It is easy to define.  It states a 10 years term but it is written to be closer to an 11 year term.  There are other items that are not specific enough; such as “Ocean Spray”.  “Must purchase from Pepsi of Logan”;  Leslie suggested adding “while open”.  If they are closed even for the day, the concession stand should be able to purchase from Sam’s Club or anywhere else they can get the product.  Mayor Buist suggests this goes back to the Softball Association and suggest going back to the gentleman’s agreement for only Pepsi in the concession stand.  Council will be putting together guidelines for the future operators of the concession stand.  
Daphne Carlson asked if the guidelines would only address the Pepsi issue or would it take in all the guidelines for the concession stand.   Paul Cressall suggested a flat fee for rental.  Ed Buist will draft the policy of the concession stand.  Council liked the flat rate rental fee.  
Hughes Corner Property Swap
Tim Watkins has accepted a position in Denver as a planner.  Jason Wooden read an email from Richard Watkins.  The email talked about the Library/Arts facilities, County Library issue, Mendon needing a master design.  Richard would like to discuss options with P&Z.  This has been done a couple of times.  Richard would like Milieu Design to be used for the design process.  Watkins are proceeding with the remodeling of the Cottage building.  It sounds like he would like to rent the building.  He will remove the rocks along the west side of the fire station, straighten the fence line, and improve the general overall appearance of the property.  He would also like to put up a sign on the property giving suggestions for the use of the property and encourage citizen input.  First, it needs to be defined to what will be housed in the future building; Second, the footprint to be determined; and Third, how do you pay for it.

Kirk Taylor.

Cemetery:  Headgate on the canal for the cemetery.  Need approval from the Canal board and then approval from the Bureau of Reclamation.  This could take some time.  There have been two interments.  The cemetery needs some changes to help improve the appearance of the cemetery.  There needs to be a separate pump for the cemetery and separate for the park.  Bret estimates $7,000 for a sprinkler system at the cemetery.  Mike Carlson asked if the Perpetual Care fund could be used to pay for the system instead of the Parks.  It is believed that is a valid possibility.
Parks:  there is a leak at the fountain on the square.  Kirk will be winterizing the square this week.  Everything else is done.  The porta potties have been canceled.  

Streets:  The Cobblestone approach in complete.  There is a letter from UDOT going to Chris Garcia regarding his water crossing the highway. 

Trail:  There is a tree in front of the Dennison’s house that is considered a risk to the trail.  It has been determined to hire someone to take the tree down.  The stumps are going to be taken care.  Craig Smith will help extend the culvert to the box.  

Council Reports:

Mayor Ed Buist

P&Z  Burnis Skinner will talk with Marv Hansen about changing Wednesday nights.  It is proposed that P&Z meet the second Wednesday.
Bret Fonnesbeck:

Don and Judy Shelton have requested a lot split.  P&Z has reviewed and find it to meet all requirements except for the secondary water requirements for a subdivision.  P&Z finds this to be a minor concern.  It is recommended to allow the lot to be split.  There has never been secondary water there.  This will bring the lots into compliance.  They can not determine if there is secondary water, but they have been told it was a part of the Graveyard system.  There is not a delivery system at this time.  This won’t create a burden on the city water system.  Shelton’s are trying to obtain a reverse mortgage on their residence not the rental.  Wells Fargo attorneys are putting a lot of pressure on them to be in compliance.  There is not monetary gain to be had.  A final plat needs to be seen and signed.  There will be a public hearing in November to finalize the lot split.  Karen Shelton will bring the final mylar plat map.  
Bret talked about the out buildings that would require a building permit.  Mike Carlson suggested just sticking with one.  It will be 200 square feet.  This changes every other code change.  

Martin James.  Changes to the conditional use permit.  Elmer did not think it was strict enough.  It has been added to no alcohol production for sale or tasting.  Elmer lives next to the building and would like the restrictions in place.  The newsletter will go to print tomorrow.

Jon Hardman:

Ken Buist, North Canyon Irrigation Company.  The land owners depend on the water.  The farmers lost money on their crops.  Mendon City took control of the stream.  The farmers were not able to irrigate their crops.  Attachment of invoice for charges – need to get copy from Paul.  The full stream was directed to the city water tank.  There was no irrigation.  Mayor Buist saw a detailed breakdown of the costs.  The overages also still need to be addressed.  The overages are for personal yards.  The invoice is for crops.  This has been thought out and prepared.  Jason Wooden motioned to accept the invoice from the irrigation company.  Bret Fonnesbeck seconded the motion.  It will be paid for from the Water budget or the loan.  Jon mentioned that there is a debt of gratitude to the Wellsville-Mendon Canal Company.  It is noted there help is greatly appreciated.  
The shut off notice list has been prepared.  The 24 hour notices will be placed.  

Mayor Ed Buist:

P&Z needs new people.  Jay Apedaile, Greg Kidman, and Martin James – these names were presented.  The first two have already been approved.  There needs to be one more.  Kirk Obray and Doug Coggins are being replaced.  Jean Stewart’s name has been mentioned.  Bret Fonnesbeck motioned to approve the names presented.  Mike Carlson seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.  
The county wide library is a hot topic.  There was a letter to the editor signed by 12 mayors, including Mayor Buist.  There are concerns about some of the wording and taxing.  This vote is to see what the public thinks.  If Mendon acted towards the county library citizens would be taxed approximately $100 per year.
Pam Coleman and Mike Lockhart met with Mayor Buist.  The website will have a blog within a month for the newsletter.  There will be changes to the website and it will be maintained.  Pam will be doing the posting.  Bret and Stacey Fonnesbeck will have access for the blog.  

Kelly Barrett:  (not here) Mayor Buist likes the youth council but it needs new leadership.  There will be some action taken on this.  There will be the Christmas Party on December 10.  RSVP will be sent.

Mike Carlson:
Mosquito abatement was tonight.  He attended council.

Buildings.  RAPZ $16,000+ is coming.  

Commercial printer in the basement of the MS.  It is not being used by the city.  There is not a place to put it in the office.  Mike is suggesting allowing him to purchase the machine.  It is not even known if it works.  It was suggested to surplus the machine.  It could be mentioned in the newsletter.  It was asked about the donator’s feelings about it being surplused.

Jason Wooden:

Trails:  RAPZ:  the trails bills can be taken directly to Lynn Lemon’s office and they will pay the bills directly.  The bills will be given to Jason and they will be taken to the county office.  There is $35,000 available through the RAPZ grant.  Jason mentioned that the snow removal will be left this year.  He would like to see if there are any volunteers that shovel.  
Fire Department:  A list of grants since 2000.  There are no active grants at this time.  Ray would like some shelving.  Kirk doesn’t think he could use the white flat bed truck.  Some of the surplus funds from the truck could be used for the shelving.  The closet is used for archives and the PA system.  

Jon Hardman motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Jason Wooden seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 9:37.
